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AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Grievance 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [9.29 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and 
concerns the implementation of affordable housing.  We have heard many motherhood statements and policy 
commitments about affordable housing.  However, it is important not only that we understand what is meant by 
affordable housing, but also how the Government will implement affordable housing.   

Last week the minister and I met with some of the wonderful community members who live in government-
provided affordable housing in Parry St, including John Sheen, Danuta and Trudy the dog.  They live in heritage 
homes that have been preserved under the Department of Housing and Works.  It must be acknowledged that 
although the original East Perth Redevelopment Authority scheme was initiated by a Labor Government, it 
ended up not having the commitment to public housing originally proposed.  When a Government announces 
developments in a number of areas, it is important that it demonstrate its commitment to affordable housing, 
explain exactly what it is, and, more importantly, how it will be achieved.   

I recently studied what has been happening in Chicago and an excellent biography on Richard Daly, the Mayor 
of Chicago.  The urban planning for Chicago included a new freeway, the Dan Ryan Expressway, and also giant 
apartment blocks to house African-Americans and others.  Not really affordable public housing was being 
provided, but ghettos.  That ended up being a planning disaster and it is something that we in Perth have been 
lucky enough to avoid.  I want to ensure that in my electorate we continue to go down the right path with 
affordable housing.  This issue is not only about feel-good socialism.  Today we realise that if we end up with a 
monoculture in one area - one sort of person with a particular income - we have a problem.  In some areas of the 
new East Perth we have ended up with double-income, no-kids families, singles and other people who work 
incredibly long hours and are not around the area during the day.  The area has barren streets during the day, and 
the eyes and ears of grandmothers and grandfathers and mums staying at home are absent from those areas.  That 
is starting to change in the East Perth area and it is making for a community; it is getting away from just being a 
place where people live to have a roof over their heads and is becoming a real community.  It is important that in 
our affordable housing policies we create community areas and not places consisting of just bricks and mortar. 

In my electorate I have six train stations and, thanks to one of the other policy decisions by the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure, I will soon have eight train stations.  When an area is afforded with very good 
transport we should look at having really affordable housing close to those stations.  In another area of my 
electorate near Summers Street, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and Minister for Housing and 
Works have combined to construct approximately 50 dwellings for people with disabilities or seniors, and they 
are still very close to East Perth train station.  These attributes must be enshrined as part of our housing activity 
in Western Australia.   

I also note that the minister tabled the Peel region scheme plan this morning and referred to other developments 
in Mandurah, which could become the new Venice with canals.  We should be looking at affordable housing in 
that area.  With all the new canals in the Mandurah area we will see all these gondolas taking people to the new 
Ponte Vechio, the new Piazza di San Marco and of course the new Mestre e la Terraferma.  We will need to 
ensure there is affordable housing in the area for all the Mandurah youth who get jobs as gondoliers.  When there 
is an upgrade in a development area it is important that we cater for people who will be on wages, perhaps low 
wages - I do not know what gondoliers earn in Western Australia, but I understand that in other parts of the 
world they are not at the top of the economic strata - but we must make sure that gondoliers and others in the 
service industry can live close to their workplaces. 

Another plan that is out for comment involving the gateway project in East Perth has more canals planned for the 
area near Gloucester Park, so perhaps I will end up with some gondoliers in my own electorate.  The new 
Northbridge project will have 460 dwellings with 1 250 residents.  The current East Perth redevelopment is 
aiming for approximately 2 500 people, and it is 75 per cent of the way there.  The gateway project, including 
the old police building and that area around the Western Australian Cricket Association ground at East Perth, is 
estimated to cater for 6 000 people in that area - 3 500 if we exclude Gloucester Park, which I hope is eventually 
redeveloped for new passive accommodation and recreation.  The old Transperth bus site will accommodate 
approximately 500 people.  We will see a huge influx of people into those areas of my electorate.  It is very 
important that we provide affordable housing in those areas so all Western Australians will have the opportunity 
to live close to the central business district, to one of our greatest assets, the Swan River, and also to our great 
transport hubs.  Planning is about access for all Western Australians, and it is important that the minister explain 
how the Government will achieve its commitment to affordable housing. 

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.35 am]:  I thank the member 
for the question and for his continued advocacy for the provision of affordable housing within his community.  I 
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am pleased at the way the member for Perth has supported me and Hon Tom Stephens, the Minister for Housing 
and Works, in our attempts outside the East Perth Redevelopment Authority area to ensure that the inner city 
area provides housing for people who are socially disadvantaged and those with disabilities.  As the member has 
rightly pointed out, we have well-developed infrastructure in the inner city area, particularly transport 
infrastructure, shops, entertainment and education facilities, all of which make it ideal and important that all 
levels of our community, including people who are economically less well endowed and those who have 
disabilities, have an opportunity to be located there.  The establishment of a monoculture would destroy the 
character and vibrancy of inner city areas by not providing social diversity.  The member has pointed out that 
security is enhanced by having all sorts of people living in an area, but it also enhances the character and interest 
of those areas.  Equity issues also enhance the community.   

I grew up in a State Housing Commission ghetto and know first hand it is not a positive way to proceed.  The 
Labor Governments in the 1980s moved away from developing those broadacre estates or giant towers that result 
in conglomerations of people in public housing.  This Government has well and truly moved away from 
providing ghettos for the poor.  The member was concerned that we were moving a bit towards ghettos for the 
rich, and I do not think that is healthy for the good, well-rounded development of our community, either.  We are 
dedicated to breaking down that monoculture. 
By way of an aside, we have the opposite problem with the Armadale Redevelopment Authority, for example.  
That authority has established a plethora of highly affordable housing in Armadale, but there are not the sorts of 
estates or housing developments that attract professionals into the area, notwithstanding the magnificent natural 
charms of Armadale, and the fact that we now have very good coffee. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  They know that you are the local member.   
Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  That is another highly intelligent comment from the member for Hillarys.  His capacity 
to contribute to the intellectual life of this Parliament is legendary!   
That lack of prestige housing has ramifications for having doctors and anaesthetists to staff the hospitals in that 
area.  We must work from the other direction in Armadale.   
It has been disappointing that the level of affordable housing in East Perth and Northbridge has fallen well short 
of what was expected when Labor first created the vision of the East Perth Redevelopment Authority.  It 
certainly falls short of the undertakings that were given to the federal Labor Government, which, through its 
Better Cities program, poured about $25 million into the redevelopment.  There has been some affordable 
housing, particularly in the Northbridge area.  There are some Homeswest properties, to which the member 
referred, but we can do a lot better.   

There are basically three strands to our policy.  The first is public housing per se, which will be done, by and 
large, with the Department of Housing and Works and, in some instances, possibly with housing cooperatives.  
The second is having available modestly priced rental accommodation in Northbridge.  Many young people who 
will not be on a Homeswest list for four or five years nevertheless will want to move into that area to access jobs 
and educational opportunities.  We want to ensure that the private sector has an incentive to provide long-term 
rental accommodation, which that area used to be very rich in.  The third strand is to provide for relatively 
modestly priced owner-occupied accommodation.  At the moment it is very hard to buy a property in the East 
Perth Redevelopment Authority area for less than $350 000, and I am probably being a bit generous.  We are 
seeking to ensure that there is a range of accommodation in Subiaco, East Perth and Northbridge that is priced 
between $140 000 and $250 000.  That will bring some of that diversity into the system.  
 


